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_lfz the work that we and
our partners undertake to
conserve and recover vulner-
able species, awareness of the
efforts we take for native
plants is often overshadowed
by the interest received by
animal species. Too often
overlooked is the fact that
plants provide the foundation
upon which animal life,
including our own, depends.
Plants are not only of aes-
thetic value, they provide us
with food, many medicines,
vital ecosystem services, and a
variety of other products that
are essential to our economy
and well being. Fortunately,
we have an important partner
in the protection of our
nation’s imperiled flora, the
Center for Plant Conseruva-
tion. This edition of the
Endangered Species Bulletin
Sfeatures some of the Center’s
progress in restoring these

rare plant species.
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The tiny Davis’ green of the Beach Clustervine
pitaya (Echinocereus

vividflorus var. davisii), an

extremely rare cactus, is

one of the species being

researched at the Desert 2 6
Botanical Garden.
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The Endangered Species Bulletin welcomes manuscripts on a wide range of topics related to
endangered species. We are particularly interested in news about recovery, habitat conserva- 2 8
tion plans, and cooperative ventures. Please contact the Editor before preparing a manuscript.

We cannot guarantee publication.
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and official contacts of the Endangered Species Program. It also is reprinted by the University

of Michigan as part of its own publication, the Endangered Species UPDATE. To subscribe, write
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